Appendix

NATIONAL WEATHER STUDY PROJECT

2006 CLIMATE CHANGE COMPETITION FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS

1
What is the National Weather Study Project?
The National Weather Study Project, launched by the Education Minister Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam in March 2005, has the endorsement of Ministry of Education (MOE), Ministry of Environment and Water Resources (MEWR) and National Environment Agency (NEA). It is a community initiative that aims to increase awareness among the school students in Singapore about the importance of weather and climate change on our daily activities and the environment we live in. 

The students take on practical and hands-on project work and activities to learn more about the weather, the environment and climate change. It is a way of learning by doing and encouraging the students to think globally but act locally.

The project is open to all primary/secondary schools and junior colleges in Singapore. 
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Why has Senoko Power initiated the National Weather Study Project?
According to scientists from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), 2002-2005 were among the top warmest years since 1890. Singapore is not insulated from climate change. 2005 was remembered as one of the hottest years Singapore had experienced. There were over 500 bush fires in January – February 2005 alone. Yet January 2006 was among the wettest months with days of incessant rain. The interval of weather extremes, according to most climatologists, is getting shorter any where in the world. 
There is general scientific agreement that greenhouse gas emissions from human activities have contributed to climate change effects such as rising global temperatures, rising sea levels and extreme weather. Climate change has the potential to fundamentally shape the way present and future generations live their lives. Many world leaders consider climate change to be one of the most pressing challenges affecting the world in the medium to long term.

Singapore economy and trade are so integrated with other countries that gradual and abrupt changes in climate that are experienced in one corner of the planet can cause a chain of reactions that will eventually affect us. Yet a survey conducted recently found that one in two Singaporeans have not heard of climate change or global warming before. 

Senoko Power has initiated many environmental initiatives to minimise CO2 emissions. We were the first to introduce natural gas into Singapore in 1992 to provide a cleaner and diversified source of alternative fuel. The Company invested $600 million transforming three ageing oil-fired 120MW (Mega-watt) steam power plants into 1,095MW state-of-the-art natural gas-fired combined cycle plants through repowering. The repowering project enabled a carbon intensity reduction of 2,500,000 tonnes per year, which is equivalent to CO2 produced by all the passenger cars in Singapore in a year.

Senoko Power, as a genuine triple bottom line company, has a strong focus on the environment and the community. We not only provide our customers with competitively-priced electricity, but also provide the power to make a difference by respecting the environment. It is this environment and community interest that has led to the idea of establishing a National Weather Study Project for all Singapore schools.

3
What is the role of Senoko Power in the National Weather Study Project?
Senoko Power pledged a sum of $1 million to support the National Weather Study Project for 2006 and 2007. The sponsorship goes towards procurement and installation of a mini-weather station for each participating school. The sponsorship is open to all local schools.

4
How is the National Weather Study Project run?
A 15-member Advisory Committee of the National Weather Study Project is headed by Professor Leo Tan, Director of National Institute of Education and Chairman of NParks, and Professor Lim Hock, Director of Temasek Laboratories of National University of Singapore (NUS) and Deputy Director of Research at NUS. The rest of the committee members come from MOE, MEWR, NEA, MOH, Singapore Environment Council, Nature Society Singapore, Peoples’ Association, The Straits Times and Senoko Power. The Advisory Committee set the competition guidelines and focus of project study.

A working committee comprises representatives from Senoko Power, MOE, NEA and NParks is responsible for the project management and the implementation of the competition process. 
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Project roadmap of the National Weather Study Project 2006 Competition

Date


Event






Mar 2005

Official launch by the Education Minister

May 2005

Briefing to the school teachers

Jul 2005

Procurement of mini-weather station

Nov 2005

Registration of project from the participating schools

Dec 2005

Installation of mini-weather station in school

Jan 2006

Commencement of project proper



Progress update to the mentor-teachers

Mar 2006

End of project study & submission of final report

Apr 2006

Preliminary assessment of projects undertaken in school

May 2006

Competition by finalists



Prize presentation by Minister

Jul 2006

Winners travel overseas to showcase projects

6
How can I know more about the National Weather Study Project

More information about the National Weather Study Project and the roles of the Preliminary Assessment Judge can be obtained at the website http://www.senokopower.com.sg/environment/national.htm. For further query, please call Mr Kwong Kok Chan, GM(Env) at Tel 9450-7666.

