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NATIONAL WEATHER STUDY PROJECT 2009
AWARDS PRESENTATION CEREMONY

TUESDAY, 30 JUNE 2009
SPEECH BY PROFESSOR LEO TAN
PRINCIPAL CHAIRMAN
NWSP ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Guest-Of-Honour, Mr K Shanmugam

Minister for Law and Second Minister for Home Affairs

Mr Roy Adair, President and CEO of Senoko Power

Distinguished guests

Principals, teacher-mentors, parents, students

Members of the media

Ladies and gentlemen

Good morning.
When the idea for a National Weather Study Project (or NWSP) was first mooted in 2005, it was envisioned as an inter-school competition on how students perceive climate change might impact lifestyles of themselves and other people and what they can do something about, at their level
The NWSP has steadily expanded its scope with each successive competition in 2006, 2007 and now 2009. It is increasingly seen by public, people and private-sector organisations as an ideal platform in Singapore for raising public awareness of the threats posed by climate change. This is clearly apparent in the quality of the projects and the growing list of official NWSP partners. Additionally, anecdotal evidence suggests that the competition is benefiting through stronger endorsements from school principals, closer guidance from teacher-mentors and greater enthusiasm from student participants. These developments suggest that the NWSP is becoming one of the significant events in the schools’ academic calendars.
An expanded scope naturally confers an elevated status. In my view, the NWSP is now widely regarded as more than just an inter-school competition. In fact, I believe the competition has now transcended the education sphere by its gradual transformation into an entity for galvanising society against climate change.
Climate change is a global issue. Any community initiative designed to educate the public on its implications must garner widespread support from a broad spectrum of society to be effective.

The growing list of official NWSP partners suggests that the competition is now widely regarded as a key platform for nurturing environmentally-conscious Singapore students. Currently, official partners include government ministries, statutory boards, commercial entities, grassroots bodies, non-profit organisations, academic institutions and many more individuals. Notably, NWSP 2009 also marks the first time that a foreign multinational company, namely Siemens from Germany, is co-sponsoring the competition. Thank you Siemens. 
Given the way that the NWSP continues to garner broad-based support, we are optimistic that the list of partners and co-sponsors will keep on growing. Any new partner or co-sponsor will be welcomed with open arms because the fight against climate change will gain traction when more parties are committed to this common cause.
One very significant development arising from the NWSP is that NWSP 2009 marks the first time that measurements taken from mini-stations installed in participating schools throughout Singapore are fed into a central information repository called the Central Data Depository (or CDD). The CDD represents a huge database that could be tapped for research and real-life applications by the academic and public sector entities. It has also allowed students to access weather-related data from across Singapore, which has contributed to a noticeable rise in the overall quality of NWSP 2009 project submissions.

Speaking of project submissions, I wish to reiterate that I am delighted that the entries for NWSP 2009 were generally better than those in previous competitions. The students have truly surpassed the expectations of the judging panel with their creativity, legwork, resourcefulness and other positive traits. Although the bar has been raised with each passing competition, our students clearly have no problems in surpassing previous standards, and can even set new ones of their own. This was readily apparent to the judges when we assessed the projects on design, research methodologies, data collection and analyses, community engagement programmes and other criteria.

Therefore, I believe it is fitting for all of us to acknowledge the student participants, many of whom are present today, with a round of applause for their stellar efforts. Well done!

Given that the students had set the bar so high, the judging panels faced an onerous task of finally selecting the 14 winning entries out of 235 projects submitted by 152 schools. The winners from the primary school, secondary school and junior college divisions fully deserve the recognition of receiving their prizes on-stage shortly hereafter.

A large-scale initiative like the NWSP can only succeed when all parties march to a common drumbeat. The Advisory Committee and Organisers wish to express our appreciation to all official NWSP partners for their strong support. We also like to thank the judges, volunteers and teacher-mentors for sacrificing their time and effort throughout the competition.
Most of all, we extend our heartiest congratulations to the students (together with their principals, teachers, external advisors and parents) for their commitment, planning, persistence and completion of their projects for this competition. The fact that you have devoted so much time and energy on the NWSP speaks volumes about your growing passion for environmental causes. It is extremely gratifying to note that we have a growing army of green warriors right here in Singapore. Hopefully you will continue to champion the cause for Mother Nature when you become adults, because the future of YOUR life- supporting environment is in YOUR hands!!!!!!!!!
It is now time for us to enjoy a video presentation of how NWSP 2009 has unfolded over the last eleven months. I trust you will enjoy it very much.
Thank you.
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